Step-by-Step Noco Jump Starter Instructions for Jump-
Starting Your Car

Now that you know the parts, let’s walk through the actual process. I’ll keep it simple, with
clear steps and safety checks. Whether you’re using a GB40, GB50, GB70, or GBX45, the
process is nearly identical. I’ve tested this on sedans, SUVs, trucks, and even my old 4-
cylinder hatchback—works every time.

Step 1: Park Safely and Turn Off the Vehicle

First, make sure your car is in a safe, flat area. Turn off the ignition, engage the parking brake,
and remove the key. This prevents any electrical surges or accidental starts during the jump.

Why this matters: Even though Noco’s system is safe, it’s always best to minimize risks. I
once forgot to turn off the radio—big mistake. The sudden power surge made the speakers
pop, and I had to reset the infotainment system.

Step 2: Locate the Battery

Pop the hood and find the battery. In most cars, it’s under a plastic cover near the engine.
Some newer models (like certain BMWs or Toyotas) have the battery in the trunk or under the
rear seat. If you’re not sure, check your owner’s manual.

Tip: If the battery is in a tight spot, use a flashlight to see the terminals clearly. Dust or
corrosion can make them hard to identify.

Step 3: Clean the Terminals (If Needed)

Check for corrosion (white, flaky buildup) on the terminals. If you see it, clean it with a wire
brush or a damp cloth. A poor connection can prevent the jump starter from working.

I learned this the hard way. Once, I tried to jump-start my wife’s car, but the jump starter kept
flashing red. After 10 minutes of frustration, I noticed a thick layer of grime on the negative
terminal. A quick wipe with a rag, and boom—it worked.

Step 4: Connect the Clamps (Order Matters!)
Here’s the correct order:
1. Connect the red (positive) clamp to the positive (+) terminal on the battery.
2. Connect the black (negative) clamp to a ground point on the engine block or a bare
metal bolt. Never connect it directly to the negative battery terminal.
Why ground instead of negative? Connecting to the negative terminal can cause sparks near
hydrogen gas (which batteries emit), increasing fire risk. A ground point is safer and equally

effective.

Pro tip: If you’re not sure what’s a good ground, look for unpainted metal parts of the engine
or chassis. Avoid aluminum or plastic.



Step 5: Check the LED Status
Once both clamps are connected, look at the jump starter’s LED. You should see:
e Green solid light: Ready to jump. Proceed to the next step.

e Red flashing light: Connection error. Double-check clamps and polarity.
e Yellow flashing light: Low battery on the jump starter. Recharge it first.

Step 6: Start the Engine

Now, get into the driver’s seat and turn the key to start the engine. If the car starts within 3—5
seconds, great! Let it run for a few minutes to recharge the battery.

If it doesn’t start:
e Wait 30-60 seconds before trying again. This gives the jump starter time to reset.
e Try 2-3 attempts, but don’t hold the key for more than 5 seconds. Over-cranking

can damage the starter motor.
o If it still won’t start, check connections and try the “Force Mode” (see below).

Step 7: Disconnect in Reverse Order

Once the car is running:
1. Remove the black clamp from the ground point.
2. Remove the red clamp from the positive terminal.

3. Close the hood and let the engine run for 10—15 minutes to recharge the battery.

Important: Never disconnect the clamps while the engine is cranking or running. This can
cause voltage spikes that damage electronics.

Special Modes and Troubleshooting Tips

Sometimes, things don’t go as planned. Maybe the battery is too dead, or the jump starter isn’t
responding. That’s where Noco’s advanced features come in.

Using “Force Mode” for Extremely Low Batteries

If your battery is below 2 volts (common in cold weather or after long periods of disuse), the
jump starter might not activate. Here’s how to use Force Mode:

Connect the clamps as usual.

Press and hold the “Mode” button for 3 seconds until the LED flashes blue.
The unit will send a small pulse to “wake up” the battery.

Wait 30 seconds, then try starting the car.
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I used this once in winter. My battery was completely dead after being parked for two weeks.
Force Mode got it going on the first try. It’s a game-changer.



What to Do If the Jump Starter Doesn’t Respond
If the LED stays red or doesn’t light up at all, try these fixes:

Check the charge: Recharge the jump starter for at least 30 minutes.

Inspect clamps: Make sure they’re fully seated and not loose.

Test on another battery: Try it on a known-good battery to see if the unit works.
Reset the unit: Turn it off, wait 10 seconds, turn it back on.

Jump-Starting Diesel Engines

Diesel engines (especially in trucks or SUVs) require more power. If you’re using a lower-
amp model (like the GB40), it might struggle. Here’s what to do:

e Use a higher-amp model (GB70 or GBX45) for diesel vehicles.
e Ensure the jump starter is fully charged.
e Crank in short bursts (3—5 seconds), with 30-second breaks.

I tried jump-starting a diesel pickup with a GB40. It didn’t work. Switched to a GB70—
started right up. Lesson learned: match the power to the engine.

Charging and Maintaining Your Noco Jump Starter

A jump starter is only useful if it’s charged when you need it. Think of it like your phone—
you wouldn’t leave it at 10% before a trip, right?

How to Charge Your Noco Jump Starter

1. Use the included USB-C or micro-USB cable (depending on model).
2. Connect to the wall adapter, car charger, or even a laptop.
3. Plug into a power source and let it charge. Most models take 3—5 hours.

Charging indicators:

e Solid yellow: Charging
e Solid green: Fully charged
o Flashing red: Error (check cable or power source)

Best Charging Practices

o Charge after every use: Even if you only used 10%, top it off. Lithium-ion batteries
perform best when kept between 40% and 80%.

e Store at 50%: If you won’t use it for months, charge to 50% and store in a cool, dry
place. Full charge can degrade the battery over time.

e Avoid extreme temperatures: Don’t leave it in a hot car or freezing garage. Ideal
storage: 32°F-77°F (0°C-25°C).

o Use the right charger: Stick to the included adapter or a certified USB-C PD charger.
Cheap knockoffs can damage the battery.



How Long Does a Charge Last?

Most Noco models hold a charge for 6-12 months when stored properly. But I recommend
checking it every 3 months—especially before road trips or winter.

Signs Your Jump Starter Needs Attention

e LED lights don’t turn on after charging

o [t takes much longer to charge than usual

e It won’t hold a charge for more than a few weeks
e Clamps feel loose or corroded

If you notice any of these, contact Noco support. Most units come with a 1-year warranty.

Real-World Tips and Safety Reminders

Let’s wrap up with some practical advice I’ve learned from real-life use—and a few close
calls.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

e Connecting to the negative terminal: Always use a ground point. I’ve seen people
ignore this and regret it.

e Leaving the jump starter in the car: Heat can damage lithium batteries. Store it in
your trunk or glovebox, but avoid direct sunlight.

o Using damaged cables: Frayed wires or loose clamps are a safety hazard. Inspect
them monthly.

o Forgetting to turn off electronics: Before jump-starting, turn off lights, AC, and
radio. High draw can overload the system.

When a Jump Starter Isn’t Enough

A jump starter can’t fix a completely dead battery or a faulty alternator. If your car:
o Starts but dies after a few minutes
o Has dim headlights or slow cranking even after a jump

e Needs multiple jumps in a short time

...1t’s likely time for a new battery or a mechanic visit. A jump starter is a temporary fix, not a
permanent solution.

Data Table: Noco Jump Starter Models Compared

Peak Battery
Model Best For Capacity USB Output

Amps (mAh)

Weight
(Ibs)



Sedans, 18,000 USB-A: 5V/2.1A | 2.4

GB40 1000A
compact cars

GBSO | 1500 | OUVS 24,000 USB-A: SV/2.1A | 2.9
Crossovers
Trucks, diesel USB-C: 5V/3A,

GB70 2000A engines 32,000 USB-A: 5V/2.1A 3.3
Motorcycles,

GBX45 | 1250A 15,000 USB-C: 5V/3A 2.1
ATVs

Note: All models include smart cables, reverse polarity protection, and Force Mode.

Final Safety Reminder

Even with Noco’s smart tech, never touch both clamps at the same time with bare hands.
Keep them separated until connected to the battery. And always read the manual—yes, even if
you think you know it all. I skipped it once and almost damaged a fuse.
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